Universal Credit (UC)
Universal Credit for Young People in Education
Most young people in full-time education cannot claim Universal Credit. However, there are important exceptions for some disabled young people, and planning ahead can make the process much easier.
If the pupil is in full-time non-advanced education, they can claim UC from the September after their 19th birthday if there are no work-related conditions attached to their UC claim.
· Full-time = usually over 16 hours per week
· College counts as non-advanced education
To be eligible to claim while in education, they need to have established Limited Capability for Work and Work Related Activity (LCWRA) – this is done through the work capability assessment. Once a young person turns 19, the work capability assessment will be done as part of the UC application process, but this often takes several months to complete.
It is possible to establish LCWRA once someone has turned 16 by submitting a claim for ‘credits-only’ Employment Support Allowance (ESA). Young people are usually not entitled to ESA payments, but they can make a credits-only ESA claim to trigger a Work Capability Assessment before they are 19 which can speed up applying for UC at the age of 19.
Contact.org has an explanation of this process on their website:
Universal Credit for Young People in Education (opens in new tab) 

Universal Credit and Life Limiting Conditions
If a medical professional has said you have less than 12 months to live, you can claim UC if:
· you’re 16 or older 
· you live in the UK
· you have £16,000 or less in money, savings and investments
Medical professionals can fill in an SR1 form. When applying for UC online it will ask if you have been told you might have less than 12 months to live.
